
Activity 7

Class  
Recycling 
Scheme

Suggested Learning Intentions: 
Pupils will:
•	 Know products made from recycled materials
•	 Understand the importance of recycling

Connected Learning Opportunities:
KS1&2: Language and Literacy - Talking and 
listening; reading and writing.
KS1&2: Mathematics and Numeracy - Measure; 
number.
KS1&2: The Arts – Art and Design
KS1&2: The World Around Us - Geography 
(environmental awareness); Science and 
Technology (properties and characteristics of 
materials).

Thinking Skills & Personal Capabilities:
Working with others, managing information.

Cross-Curricular Skills:
Communication, Using ICT.

Eco-Schools
Eco-Schools topics of Waste and Climate 
Change – use towards 7 steps of environmental 
review and action plan when completing audit 
activity.

 Reduce &  Recycle Activity
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Group  
activity:
Key Stage 1:
As a class the pupils should be asked by 
the teacher to suggest ideas for an Action Plan 
to promote recycling in the classroom. This may include an audit 
(either hand written or on computer) of all those things in the classroom 
that could be recycled; deciding where these items could be collected in the 
classroom; a rota of pupils responsible for the collection bins etc. Teachers 
can record the ideas on a white board for all to see and together they agree 
to a workable Action Plan, using the resource on p26 as a guide.

Key Stage 2:
In teams the pupils should be asked to form an Action Plan to promote 
recycling in the classroom. This may include an audit (either hand written 
or on computer) of all those things in the classroom that could be recycled; 
deciding where these items could be collected in the classroom; a rota of 
pupils responsible for the collection bins etc. The teams can then compare 
their ideas and agree to a plan that will work for the whole class, looking at 
the advantages and disadvantages of each and then together agree a plan 
that will work for the class using the resource on p26 as a guide.

For pupils who find the above suggestions difficult:
Pupils should be given a resource sheet that has random recyclable items 
pictured on the left hand side and the items they can be recycled into 
randomly pictured on the left. Ask pupils to draw a connecting line from the 
items on the left to the appropriate one on the right. 

Pupils should be encouraged in further ownership of the scheme by making 
and decorating the collection bins out of rubbish. A list of things that can be 
recycled can be attached to the outside of the bins. 

Before the scheme begins a note will be made of how much waste the class 
would normally dispose of in a day, and this can later be compared to 
the amount of rubbish sent to the landfill site after the scheme has been 
established.

Activity 7 - Class Recycling Scheme

Class 
discussion:Use an interactive white board or supervise pupils to research the range of products made from recycled materials.
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Individual  
activity:. 

Key Stage 1:
Pupils should find out more about the subject by being 
directed towards appropriate resources in the library and the 
Internet. 

Key Stage 2:
Pupils should be given time to research the subject using the 
Internet and library.

For pupils who find the above suggestions 
difficult:
Should find out more about the subject by being given 
appropriate resources from the library and the Internet

Finally: 
Have the class continue to contribute to 
the K-WL grid begun in activity 1

Class 
discussion:Prompt discussion and record the pupils’ 

ideas on the white board for the class to 
see by asking questions such as:

What are the advantages of recycling? What products can be recycled?
What products are made from recycling?

 



Our Goals are: 

Actions -  
What must be done to achieve the goals?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Timeframe -  
When will each action will happen 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Who is responsible for ensuring that the goal is achieved?

What will happen if we succeed

our recycling action plan


